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Explication of Themes in The Great Carbuncle, The Minister's Black Veil and â€œ The Great Carbuncleâ€•, â€œThe
Ministers Black Veilâ€•, and â€œRappaccini's Daughterâ€•, only thing that keeps him going and it is what he lives for,
meaning he is greedy.

How mean you, good sir, to enjoy the prize which you have been seeking, the Lord knows how long, among
the Crystal Hills? Methinks, now, it were not amiss that each of us declare what he proposes to do with the
Great Carbuncle, provided he have the good hap to clutch it. She leaves him because of this. Ye must know,
friends, that Hannah and I, being wedded the last week, have taken up the search of the Great Carbuncle,
because we shall need its light in the long winter evenings; and it will be such a pretty thing to show the
neighbors when they visit us. Hooper's specific sin, which some readers think to be adultery. They even felt it
a relief to their desolation when the mists, creeping gradually up the mountain, concealed its lonely peak, and
thus annihilated, at least for them, the whole region of visible space. What makes you cringe? Certain it is, that
the poetry which flowed from him had a smack of all these dainties The sixth of the party was a young man of
haughty mien, and sat somewhat apart from the rest, wearing his plumed hat loftily among his elders, while
the fire glittered on the rich embroidery of his dress, and gleamed intensely on the jewelled pommel of his
sword. Cacaphodel analyzes a piece of ordinary granite from the mountain and publishes his findings - as
extensive as they would have been if he had used the Carbuncle itself - in a European scientific journal.
Hooper lives his life thus, though he is promoted to Father, until his death. Sin and guilt. The one positive
benefit of the veil is that Mr. A vast extent of wilderness lay between them and the nearest settlement, while a
scant mile above their heads was that black verge where the hills throw off their shaggy mantle of forest trees,
and either robe themselves in clouds or tower naked into the sky. She lingered beneath them, within the verge
of the forest trees, and sent a farewell glance after her children as they strayed where her own green footprints
had never been. He says when he finds the Carbuncle he will die alongside it. The Poet finds a piece of ice,
which he claims is a perfect match for his idea of the Carbuncle, and is inspired by it to write bleak, cold
verses. They had come thither, not as friends nor partners in the enterprise, but each, save one youthful pair,
impelled by his own selfish and solitary longing for this wondrous gem. At no point in the story do the people
attempt to consider the symbolic significance of the veil, rather they gossip about what actions caused
Hooper's apparent shame. Next, they came to masses and fragments of naked rock heaped confusedly together,
like a cairn reared by giants in memory of a giant chief. In addition to standing for a man's concealment or
hypocrisy and for Hooper's own sin of pride with its isolating effects, it stands also for the hidden quality of
second sin. Plot summary[ edit ] Hawthorne sets the scene in a rural valley located in an unnamed U. This is
Hawthorne criticizing the overly judgmental nature of the Puritans belief on sin, for them sin was an
undeniable mistake, "Hooper need not have committed any specific sin; for the hardened Puritan, his humanity
was sinful enough, and he wore it the way the medieval penitent would his hair shirt. Anything less than
absolute perfection was absolute corruption" [13] The inclusion of an old woman used to introduce us to the
Puritan's rough ways was no mistake, Hawthorne wanted to show the most "hardened" Puritan elder and their
reaction to the minister as evidence of how judgmental even the most seasoned Puritan can be. By the next
day, even the local children are talking of the strange change that seems to have come over their minister. And
oh how happy we might have been in our cottage! The pursuit alone is my strength,--the energy of my
soul,--the warmth of my blood,--and the pith and marrow of my bones! They sound loud and proud in being
critical of the minister for his veil, but they are clearly weak and not confident inside their own minds about
their personal salvation, so the harsh judgement of others could possibly be seen as a way to relieve
themselves for a people were never sure about whether they were really going to heaven. They're not intended
to be submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing every error. The stars, those dial points of
heaven, now warned the adventurers to close their eyes on the blazing logs, and open them, in dreams, to the
glow of the Great Carbuncle. The one and only difference is a simple veil covering his face and the way his
congregation thinks about him now. Yet, as they left the shore, till then untrodden, of the spirit's lake, they
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threw a farewell glance towards the cliff, and beheld the vapors gathering in dense volumes, through which the
gem burned duskily. In the end, he dies without anyone knowing his reasons for donning the black veil. The
face of the New Hampshire-born politician and statesman Daniel Webster was often compared with that of the
Old Man at that time, and Hummel asserts that the senator and the rock formation are still thought of together
in common memory. For more information on choosing credible sources for your paper, check out this blog
post. California: Nineteenth Century Fiction,  To protect the anonymity of contributors, we've removed their
names and personal information from the essays. Important Sentence: "All through life that piece of crape had
hung between him and the world: it had separated him from cheerful brotherhood and woman's love, and kept
him in that saddest of all prisons, his own heart; and still it lay upon his face, as if to deepen the gloom of his
darksome chamber, and shade him from the sunshine of eternity. The example essays in Kibin's library were
written by real students for real classes. Some few believe that this inestimable stone is blazing as of old, and
say that they have caught its radiance, like a flash of summer lightning, far down the valley of the Saco. The
black veil is a symbol of secret sin and how terrible human nature can be. The roar of the Amonoosuck would
have been too awful for endurance if only a solitary man had listened, while the mountain stream talked with
the wind. In this direction, the sunshine penetrates the dismal mist. The modest little wife had wrought this
piece of tapestry while the other guests were talking.


