
THE CHARTER OF 1726 IN INDIA

Many occasions arose when decisions of the courts in India were Charter of for the first time created a subordinate
legislative authority.

The court decided, all cases of mercantile or maritime nature, trespass, injuries and wrongs committed on high
seas, forfeiture and seizure of ships or goods. There was also another factor which compelled the Company to
have a uniform law. Under his leadership, Legal Bites has been researching and developing resources through
blogging, educational resources, competitions, and seminars. The main differences may be enumerated as
under: 1 The Charter of applied to Madras only while the Charter of applied to all the three Presidencies. It
consisted of one person learned in civil law and two merchants appointed by the company. They tried appeals
from the Choultry Court. Every year the outgoing Mayor and Aldermen elected a new Mayor out of the
Aldermen. Choultry Court: The primitive and native Choultry Court functioned there. Mayor and 7 Aldermen
were to be English and the rest were subjects of princely Indian States friendly with Britain. Aldermen elected
the Mayor annually. Administration of Justice in Presidencies: Justice of Peace: The Governor and 5 senior
members of the Council would have criminal jurisdiction and would be justice of peace. In civil matters, the
Admiralty Court had decided more than the value of 3 pagodas. Privy Council: If the value of the suit was
more than pagodas a second appeal was permitted to this court. The first Mayor and Aldermen were
nominated by the Charter. English rule was followed. They sat twice a week and tried all civil cases up to the
value of 50 pagodas. The charter is considered to be an important landmark in the history of legal system in
India as it introduced the English laws into the country. It avoided the intricate procedural technicalities.
Governor And Council: By the Charter of , the company was empowered to appoint Governor and Council to
decide civil and criminal cases of all persons of the company. The Judicial Administration developed in three
stages. Thus under this Charter, the first appeal could be filed before the Governor-in-Council and the second
although in some cases appeal could be taken to the King-in-Council in England. The Governor in Council
could dismiss the Aldermen on reasonable ground. Related Posts. This court becomes the general court of the
city for all practical purposes in setting all civil and criminal cases.


