
REASONS FOR ELECTORAL COLLEGE

by Marc Schulman. The Electoral College was created for two reasons. The first purpose was to create a buffer between
the population and the selection of a.

One way of modifying the system is to eliminate the winner take all part of it. Of course, we could graft a
run-off system onto our Constitution; the two top candidates in, say, a person race, would then run against one
another for the presidency. This announcement concludes the joint session and formalizes the recognition of
the president-elect and of the vice president-elect. In accordance with the Twelfth Amendment, the Senate
then chose between the top two receivers of electoral votes for vice-president, electing Johnson on the first
ballot. His main opponent, Democrat Grover Cleveland , won the popular vote with 5,, votes but won only
electoral votes. As a part of their plan to separate powers and authority, the Founders created the Electoral
College as the method by which the people could choose their highest government leaderâ€”the
presidentâ€”while avoiding at least some of the dangers of a direct election. We are not an infant republic
anymore. Hamilton wrote in the Federalist Papers: It was equally desirable, that the immediate election should
be made by men most capable of analyzing the qualities adapted to the station, and acting under circumstances
favorable to deliberation, and to a judicious combination of all the reasons and inducements which were
proper to govern their choice. Too much opportunity for chummy corruption between the executive and
legislative branches. The next step is the casting of the vote for vice president, which follows a similar pattern.
And third, a populist president appealing directly to the people could command dangerous amounts of power.
Some states provide for the placing in nomination of a candidate to receive the electoral votes the candidate
for president of the political party of the electors. A small number of persons, selected by their fellow-citizens
from the general mass, will be most likely to possess the information and discernment requisite to such
complicated investigations. The least populous state which is Wyoming , according to the census has three
electors; thus, D. Under the Presidential Succession Act of , the Speaker of the House would become acting
president until either the House selects a president or the Senate selects a vice president. America is, after all, a
democracy, is it not? We see this effect in parliamentary systems, where the party with the most votes after an
election has to put together a coalition of many parties in order to create a governing majority in the
Parliament. This creates an unfair advantage to voters in the small states whose votes count more than those
people living in medium and large states. Therefore it makes no difference if you win a state by  What is the
Electoral College? Slaves got an even worse deal, as a slave officially was counted as just three-fifths of a
person. The founding fathers were afraid of direct election to the Presidency. This process has been
normalized to the point the names of the electors appear on the ballot in only eight states: Rhode Island,
Tennessee, Louisiana, Arizona, Idaho, Oklahoma, North Dakota and South Dakota. If the popular vote alone
decided elections, the presidential candidates would rarely visit those states or consider the needs of rural
residents in their policy platforms. After the certificates from all states are read and the respective votes are
counted, the presiding officer simply announces the final result of the vote and, provided the required absolute
majority of votes was achieved, declares the names of the persons elected president and vice president. A third
party candidate, Ross Perot, received almost 19 percent. Representative Democracy â€” The citizens rule
through representatives whom they elect periodically to keep them accountable. Two states do not use the
winner take all system, Maine and Nebraska. Further complicating the task was a deep-rooted distrust of
executive power. The 14th Amendment abolished the three-fifths rule and granted male former slaves the right
to vote. In the election of , Bill Clinton received a majority of electoral votes and was the duly elected
president, despite the fact that he received only a plurality 43 percent of the popular votes. In some states, such
as Oklahoma , Virginia and North Carolina , electors are nominated in party conventions. In the Electoral
College, Trump was granted votes to Clinton's  Since the Civil War , all states have chosen presidential
electors by popular vote. If no presidential candidate can get to 26, there is no constitutional mechanism for
producing a winner. Capitol January 8,  Strictly speaking you don't even need to abolish the Electoral College
-- a national popular vote is just a few states away from becoming a reality. This points to the reason why the
Electoral College should remain as an important element of our governmental structure.


