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A GERMAN PHYSICIST

Max Karl Ernst Ludwig Planck was born in Kiel, Germany, on April 23, , the son most important work but also marked a
turning point in the history of physics. Planck faced a troubled and tragic period in his life during the period of the.

In October , he and Fritz Haber established the Notgemeinschaft der Deutschen Wissenschaft Emergency
Organization of German Science , which aimed at providing support for the destitute scientific research. Upon
his appointment, in , to Associate Professor in his native town Kiel he married a friend of his childhood, Marie
Merck, who died in  Einstein, on the other hand, retained a strictly pacifist attitude, which almost led to his
imprisonment, from which he was saved only by his Swiss citizenship. However, in a theoretical paper
published in , Ludwig Boltzmann had already been discussing the possibility that the energy states of a
physical system could be discrete. Hahn asked Planck to gather well-known German professors, to issue a
public proclamation against the treatment of Jewish professors. The son of a distinguished jurist and professor
of law, he inherited and sustained the family tradition of idealism, trustworthiness, conservatism, and devotion
to church and state. Nevertheless, he did help his nephew, the economist Hermann Kranold , to emigrate to
London after his arrest. He also succeeded in secretly enabling a number of Jewish scientists to continue
working in institutes of the KWG for several years. Both science and religion wage a "tireless battle against
skepticism and dogmatism, against unbelief and superstition" with the goal "toward God! He witnessed many
Jewish friends and colleagues expelled from their positions and humiliated, and hundreds of scientists
emigrated from Germany. In he wrote: "In me an ardent desire has grown to persevere this crisis and live long
enough to be able to witness the turning point, the beginning of a new rise. To achieve his goal, Planck found
that he had to relinquish one of his own most cherished beliefs, that the second law of thermodynamics was an
absolute law of nature. Yet his belief in the compelling force of logical reasoning from facts was so strong that
he did not flinch from announcing the most revolutionary idea which ever has shaken physics. To cite this
document, always state the source as shown above. Planck was among the few who immediately recognized
the significance of the special theory of relativity. Unlike religion with its great leaps, science proceeds by
baby steps. Planck was one of the first to champion Albert Einstein's special theory of relativity. Planck
learned of these results just before a meeting of the German Physical Society on October  Pergamon Press. But
Planck excelled in all subjects, and after graduation at age 17 he faced a difficult career decision. Three years
later he was promoted to full professor. His son Erwin was involved in the July attempt on Hitler's life and in
died at the hands of the Gestapo.


