
AN ANALYSIS OF THE BATTLE OVER STATES RIGHTS IN THE UNITED

STATES

In American political discourse, states' rights are political powers held for the state governments This Constitution, and
the Laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance Alexander Hamilton explained the limitations this
clause placed on the Another states' rights dispute occurred over the War of 

By the s economic and political conservatives had begun to call for a reduction in the power and control of the
federal government and for the redistribution of responsibilities to the states. Equivalent rates of casualties
today would result in five million dead or wounded, dwarfing our losses in World War II, or any other war. In
fact, that is how the country is supposed to work. It also established certain individual rights throughout the
nation, including freedoms of speech, assembly, religion, etc. One could argue that if the primary cause of the
war was slavery then Lincoln's first act would have been to free them. Grant started an exchange of notes that
would lead to Lee's surrender at Appomattox on April 9. Though unsuccessful, the raid confirmed Southern
fears of a Northern conspiracy to end slavery. In contrast, opponents of slavery argued that the
non-slave-states' rights were violated both by that decision and by the Fugitive Slave Law of  As long as there
were an equal number of slave-holding states in the South as non-slave-holding states in the North, the two
regions had even representation in the Senate and neither could dictate to the other. This action initiated the
Nullification Crisis. Mercifully the war finally ended. Europe saw the young United States as weak. As a
result, a major focus of his administration was to reduce the size and power of the federal government.
Westport, Conn. Follow Jeff Schweitzer on Facebook. As we celebrate this year anniversary, the South should
humbly honor the victory of the North and ask forgiveness for waging a bloody war against reason and
decency. There is no moral high ground here. Examples given are a states' right to engage in slavery or to
suppress freedom of speech. Kennedy, Clarence Thomas and Neil M. Heavily dependent upon international
trade, the almost entirely agricultural and export -oriented South imported most of its manufactured goods
from Europe or obtained them from the North. Sandford that Congress had no authority to regulate slavery in
the territories. These are odd banners to carry around for nearly years. That conclusion misses the more
important point that the real issue was self-determination and the right to a representative government. With
no prior notice to Congress, the Justice Department has trampled on the will of the voters in CO and other
states.


