
PHILOSOPHY ON SUBJECT RANGING FROM EDUCATION TO

GOVERNMENT IN PLATOS THE REPUBLIC

Although Plato's Republic is best known for its definitive defense of justice, it also In accordance with the progressive,
playful, philosophical education suggested the philosopher-kings' education, Socrates uses numerous varying and often
.. The topic of education first arises in the book when Glaucon.

And thus always educating other like men and leaving them behind in their place as guardians of the city, they
go off to the Isles of the Blessed and dwell a-b. The young, handsome, and well-born Alcibiades of the
dialogue is about to begin his political career and to address the Assembly for the first time a-b. So the unjust
person fails to be moderate, or fails to be wise, or fails to be courageous. To sketch a good city, Socrates does
not take a currently or previously extant city as his model and offer adjustments see e, and cf. The democrat
treats all desires and pleasures as equally valuable and restricts herself to lawful desires, but the tyrant
embraces disordered, lawless desires and has a special passion for the apparently most intense, bodily
pleasures cf. He shows Glaucon what would happen if a prisoner was unchained and allowed to leave the cave
and see reality. Concluding Remarks As stressed earlier, it is impossible to do justice to the whole field of
philosophy of education in a single encyclopedia entry. The implication that children can be shaped
completely by education fits with the earlier suggestion that guardians are not meant to have a particular moral
nature before their education. It provides the city with a sense of unity, and thus, is a basic condition for its
health. The Quest for Justice in The Republic One of the most fundamental ethical and political concepts is
justice. In the closing decades of the twentieth century there were numerous discussions of curriculum theory,
particularly from Marxist and postmodern perspectives, that offered the sobering analysis that in many
educational systems, including those in Western democracies, the curriculum did indeed reflect and serve the
interests of powerful cultural elites. He visited Syracuse first in , then in , and again in , with the general
purpose to moderate the Sicilian tyrants with philosophical education and to establish a model political rule.
The previous account of education, however, is incomplete because gymnastics and music only teach habits by
example eb. The Republic is no doubt a work essentially imbued with political concerns â€” reflections are
made on the concept of justice, of the just polis â€” but we cannot fail to consider that the political education
for building the city is the correlative and equally important subject matter. At any rate, education is the only
way through which hierarchies should be established among men. In both cases, the assumptions of the
discussion are already in place in The Republic, both for affirming and denying justice, goodness, beauty, and
truth. No doubt it somewhat over-simplifies the complex path of intellectual history to suggest that what
happened in the twentieth centuryâ€”early on, in the home discipline itself, and with a lag of a decade or more
in philosophy of educationâ€”is that philosophical analysis came to be viewed by some scholars as being the
major philosophical activity or set of activities , or even as being the only viable or reputable activity. This
ability to distinguish between good and bad without ever having been directly exposed to the bad is the
intended result of the guardians' education. They, the wise and virtuous, free from faction and guided by the
idea of the common good, should rule for the common benefit of the whole community, so that the city will
not be internally divided by strife, but one in friendship Republic, a-b. In the name of reason, Plato condemns
both tragedy and comedy: [ Only a country ordered according to the principles of virtue can claim to have the
best system of government. Analytic Philosophy of Education and Its Influence Conceptual analysis, careful
assessment of arguments, the rooting out of ambiguity, the drawing of clarifying distinctionsâ€”all of which
are at least part of the philosophical toolkitâ€”have been respected activities within philosophy from the dawn
of the field. The importance of knowing what is stands out in sharp contrast to the earlier unfounded opinions
of the guardians. The skeptic may believe that every adult is capable of exercising the power of self-direction,
and should be given the opportunity to do so.


