
A COMPARISON OF CREATION OF UNIVERSE IN GENESIS AND IN THE

STORY OF THE ENUMA ELISH

One of those texts bore striking similarities to Genesis 1. in two, making the sky out of one half and the earth out of the
other. Thus, Marduk claims the throne as the high god in the pantheon. Scholars have termed Enuma Elish the â€œ
Babylonian Genesis. In both stories, matter exists when creation begins.

As he spoke, his word brought into 50 E. Most of the first stories were tales of heroic men, scouring their land
in search of some noble prize. El I, the younger gods were in the habit of making a lot of noise. The symbol
that represents the Akkadian Apsu in the tablet is ZU. In Genesis, the serpent is the enemy of Adam, trying to
trick him out of the chance to understand good and evil by developing a moral sense and thus becoming fully
human. The story is found on seven clay tablets in Old Babylonian, but there are also the Assyrian and
Neo-Babylonian versions of the story. Mark Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, , p. This is one of the most
striking aspects of the creation process of Genesis which is highlighted by the Babylonian myth that reveals
the struggle between order and chaos that underlies the text in Genesis, so that the turbulent creation process
needs to be followed by a period of rest. Moreover, rather than seeing the Divine Being as being represented
by various gods, they viewed him as a Supreme Being who has provided hope for man in his divine promises.
In the text, this is personified as the wife of Apsu. But Ea, the wisest and the most resourceful among them,
devised a plan to eliminate Apsu. Some scholars recognize this as one of the human elements of the Bible.
Wikipedia comments that the ancient Hebrews did not simply adopt the Babylonian myths; they sometimes
inverted them in order to fit into their worldview. K,  Apsu and Tiamat are the begetters of all gods. Tiamat
agreed to avenge the death of her husband by killing all gods that were involved in it En. Reading Genesis as
ancient literature highlights this polemical dimension. On the sixth day of creation according to Genesis, God
creates man. It is made of the Yahwistic source J-source and the Priestly source P-source. Two of the most
popular stories of creation include the biblical tale of Genesis and the Babylonian epic, Enuma Elish.
Ogunlana 1. The concept of the divine is varied in ANE texts. The expression is an excellent example of
hendiadys.


