
ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND SLAVERY

Abraham Lincoln's position on slavery is one of the most discussed aspects of his life. Lincoln often expressed moral
opposition to slavery in public and private.

Abolitionists sought the end of slavery and the assimilation of African Americans to society. Such a
proclamation would have been political suicide earlier, but by , the North had lost sympathy for the property
rights of slaveowners in the rebel states. Since they believed the Negro inferior to the white man, westerners
refused to accept them as equals on a political or social level. Engerman demonstrated that slavery was an
invasive plant that could take root anywhere. Almost to the end of his life, Lincoln maintained that the
Constitution provided no authority for the federal government to abolish slavery in the states where it had long
existed. Fellow Whig Congressman Josiah R. Lincoln retreated, in a reply during the fourth debate that, to
modern ears, sounds incredibly racist. Douglas, Quincy, Illinois In the Lincoln-Douglas debates, Douglas
maintained that the Founding Fathers established this nation half-slave and half-free in the belief that it would
always be so. It does not follow that social and political equality between whites and blacks, must be
incorporated, because slavery must not. He believed that if slavery would expand it would become so
unprofitable that it would be abandoned. Douglas biographer Robert W. Lincoln recognized the existence of
political and social white domination how could he not? If he was included in that proposition then it was a
law of nature antecedent to the Constitution that he ought to be free and that civil society has as its originating
purpose the security of his freedom and of the fruits of his labor under law. In fact, Free-Soil determination to
keep the western territories closed to slavery was often prompted by the desire to avoid contact with blacks
altogether. He issued the preliminary proclamation to his cabinet on September 22, and it was published the
following day. To do one or the other, or both, he must have the earnest sympathy and the powerful
cooperation of his loyal fellow-countrymen. I have always hated slavery, I think as much as any Abolitionist.
Publicly, the president-elect maintained silence, but through intermediaries he emphasized his long-standing
and oft-stated position that the Constitution granted the federal government no power over slavery in the states
where it had long existed. Southern leaders denounced Lincoln as a bloodthirsty revolutionary whose
emancipation policies proved that the secessionists were right all along about those they labeled "Black
Republicans. None of the Southern States complied, not even border states. Lincoln had begun pressuring the
Border States to abolish slavery in November, , with no success. It will then have been proved that, among
free men, there can be no successful appeal from the ballot to the bullet; and that they who take such appeal
are sure to lose their case, and pay the cost. Lincoln took a strong stand against the extension of slavery but
confessed not to know what the solution was to extinguish slavery. What I do about slavery and the colored
race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it
would help to save the Union. Persuasion was the only sensible and viable weapon of choice. For this problem
no one had a solution, least of all the abolitionists. The Mississippi senator proposed a constitutional
amendment to put slave property on the same footing as any other property and to exempt such property from
impairment by Congress or any state or territory. Lincoln addresses the changes to his positions and actions
regarding emancipation in an letter to Albert G. Douglas and the Democrats, Lincoln was convinced, had
undermined the virtuous republic of the Founding Fathers, by permitting, if not encouraging, the extension of
slavery and refusing to take a moral stand against the institutionâ€¦. Seemingly, when Lincoln affirmed the
right of Americans to exploit for their own benefit the enormous riches of the republic, and denied the right of
the state to, in any significant way, restrain private use and abuse, he was voicing the views of large numbers
of citizens. But in eastern Missouri, when General John C. See our present conditionâ€”the country engaged in
war! What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what
I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it would help to save the Union. Historian Kenneth J. Historian
Leonard L. Visit Website 2. Although Lincoln sincerely detested slavery, he was no abolitionist. My first
impulse would be to free all the slaves, and send them to Liberia, -- to their own native land. Although Illinois
had significant antislavery and Free-Soil opinions, it would be a mistake to identify these feelings with a
positive attitude toward blacks.


