
DBQ 11 ABSOLUTISM AND DEMOCRACY

Absolutism and Democracy DBQ. Document 1 (Machiavelli). Question: According to Machiavelli, what type of ruler must
the prince be? Why is it necessary for.

Absolute monarchs with vast power and wealth ruled countries such as France and Russia. There can be no
liberty where the executive, legislative, and judicial powers are united in one person or body of persons,
because such concentration is bound to result in arbitrary despotism. Structurally, the essay is well organized,
with an introduction and conclusion. What form of government was most effectiveâ€”democracy or
absolutismâ€”for the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in Europe? Governments derive their power from
the governed, who give their consent. In addition, at that time divine right rule was accepted by most people.
When legislators try to destroy or take away the property of the people, or try to reduce them to slavery, they
put themselves into a state of war with the people who can then refuse to obey the laws. In a book The Spirit
of Laws he explained how he thought that this was the best government and how it was better than other
governments throughout history and was a great way to protect liberty. I may disapprove of what you say, but
I will defend to the death your right to say it. Modern nation-states developed in Europe in the s and s. God
hath power to create or destroy, make or unmake at His pleasure, to give life or send death, to judge all, and to
be judged nor accountable to none; to raise low things, and to make high things low at His pleasure. He
stresses the importance of dividing the power so that no one branch or person has all the power, thus
preventing despotism. The student both incorporates the documents and includes outside information.
Document 6 What type of government does Montesquieu describe? Another ruler who believed that
democracy was the best form of government as Rousseau. Document 3 What type of government does King
Louis describe? To protect natural rights governments are established. Absolutism and Democracy DBQ
advertisement Absolutism and Democracy Documents and Questions Instructions: Read the following
documents and answer the accompanying questions on the back on a separate sheet of paper. They have the
power to do anything they need or desire to do. Many rulers used absolutism in their countries. The interest of
the state must come first. There are no limitations on their power. Each of these systems of government had its
advantages and disadvantages. Yet absolutism, in my opinion, proved to be the most effective form of
government in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The essay lacks clarity due to the references to the
future, when the ideas of the Enlightenment and democracy will be implemented. The people obeyed.
Montesquieu also believed that democracy was the best form of government and thought that the best way to
protect liberty was to have the three branches of government legislative-creates laws, judicial-interprets laws
and executive-enforces laws. In an absolute monarchy, there is one head, not whole groups of people to
converse with about a new law or idea; therefore decisions are made quickly, and with the benefit of the state
in mind. He says that the interests of the state are more important than those of the individual. He believed that
people in there natural state were mostly good. The best government seems to be that in which all ranks of
men are equally protected by the laws. Under what circumstances can the people revolt? Document 1 This
excerpt describes the characteristics of "men. Why is it necessary for him to rule in this manner? Document 2
King James describes absolute monarchy.


