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Depending on the project that you do, the locus of the context can be your classroom, your school, or your
school district. You may be wondering how action research differs from traditional research. Professional
work, on the other hand, is expected to be complex and nonroutine, and will generally require collaboration
among practitioners to produce satisfactory results. Requesting Permission For photocopy, electronic and
online access, and republication requests, go to the Copyright Clearance Center. A short guide to action
research. Is it complete? Traditional research emphasizes the review of prior research, rigorous control of the
research design, and generalizable and preferably statistically significant results, all of which help examine the
theoretical significance of the issue. When it comes to teaching, practitioners may be interested in trying out
different teaching methods in the classroom, but are unsure of their effectiveness. Making Progress on
Schoolwide Priorities Increasingly, schools are focusing on strengthening themselves and their programs
through the development of common focuses and a strong sense of esprit de corps. Fortunately, evidence has
shown that teachers who elect to integrate the use of data into their work start exhibiting the compulsive
behavior of fitness enthusiasts who regularly weigh themselves, check their heart rate, and graph data on their
improving physical development. It is doubly sad that so many teachers are left alone in their classrooms to
reinvent the wheel on a daily basis. Implications Although this element is labeled implications, it is not
necessary that each project have far reaching effects. But it can be significantly different because you may feel
free to write in the first person and to use a narrative style -- to tell a validated story. Your report should:
Describe the context where the action research takes place. Faculty meetings, brown bag lunch seminars, and
teacher conferences are among the most common venues for sharing action research with peers. Remember
that all action research projects involve actions so therefore there are effects of those actions. After identifying
the problem area and narrowing it down to make it more manageable for research, the development process
continues as you devise an action plan to investigate your question. In fact, they do not even need to be
separated from one another. Lastly, before data are used to make teaching decisions, teachers must be
confident that the lessons drawn from the data align with any unique characteristics of their classroom or
school. That said, most people will agree it is a most noble endeavor in which to invest energy and a worthy
goal for any faculty to pursue.


