
DEFINITION OF HUMANISM

Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life that, without theism or other supernatural beliefs, affirms our ability and
responsibility to lead.

It is not theistic, and it does not accept supernatural views of reality. By embracing a non-theistic philosophic
base, [49] however, the methods of the humanists, combined with their eloquence, would ultimately have a
corrosive effect on established authority. Thales questioned the notion of anthropomorphic gods and
Xenophanes refused to recognise the gods of his time and reserved the divine for the principle of unity in the
universe. Finally, Classical literature was rich in eloquence. Schiller labelled his work "humanism" but for
Schiller the term referred to the pragmatist philosophy he shared with William James. According to Tony
Davies: Paine called himself a theophilanthropist, a word combining the Greek for "God", "love", and
"humanity", and indicating that while he believed in the existence of a creating intelligence in the universe, he
entirely rejected the claims made by and for all existing religious doctrines, especially their miraculous,
transcendental and salvationist pretensions. Those who earnestly desire and seek after these are most highly
humanized. We are parts of the same great body. For religious humanism, God is very real, but tends to stay in
the background of things rather than interfering or demanding constant praise. Humanists stand for the
building of a more humane, just, compassionate, and democratic society using a pragmatic ethics based on
human reason, experience, and reliable knowledge-an ethics that judges the consequences of human actions by
the well-being of all life on Earth. It advocates the extension of participatory democracy and the expansion of
the open society, standing for human rights and social justice. The Oxford English Dictionary records the use
of the word "humanism" by an English clergyman in to indicate those who believe in the "mere humanity" as
opposed to the divine nature of Christ, i. This is a very hopeful humanistic view; it does not consider the
possibility that raw human nature might be savage, violent, or cruel. A modern historian has this to say:
Humanism was not an ideological programme but a body of literary knowledge and linguistic skill based on
the "revival of good letters", which was a revival of a late-antique philology and grammar, This is how the
word "humanist" was understood by contemporaries, and if scholars would agree to accept the word in this
sense rather than in the sense in which it was used in the nineteenth century we might be spared a good deal of
useless argument. Forge your own fate! Humanists view this natural world as wondrous and precious, and as
offering limitless opportunities for exploration, fascination, creativity, companionship, and joy. It is generally
optimistic, though it can also show people suffering through very difficult circumstances. Other influential
pre-Socratics or rational philosophers include Protagoras like Anaxagoras a friend of Pericles , known for his
famous dictum "man is the measure of all things" and Democritus , who proposed that matter was composed
of atoms. Humanism can also make sense in formal essays, especially on ethics or philosophy. Gore Vidal
became honorary president in  Humanists believe that this is the only life of which we have certain knowledge
and that we owe it to ourselves and others to make it the best life possible for ourselves and all with whom we
share this fragile planet. Affirming the dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of individual
liberty and opportunity consonant with social and planetary responsibility. How to Use Humanism Note: these
are steps for using humanism in creative writing. Petrarch frequently admitted that his brother Gherardo's life
as a Carthusian monk was superior to his own although Petrarch himself was in Minor Orders and was
employed by the Church all his life. Once the language was mastered grammatically it could be used to attain
the second stage, eloquence or rhetoric. All that you see, both divine and human, is one. Decide which type of
humanism you want to use. Types of Humanism Secular Humanism Humanism is often associated with
atheism the belief that God does not exist. Classical philosophy , rhetoric, and history were seen as models of
proper methodâ€”efforts to come to terms, systematically and without preconceptions of any kind, with
perceived experience. One of Petrarch's followers, Coluccio Salutati â€” was made chancellor of Florence ,
"whose interests he defended with his literary skill. Instead, after the fall of the Byzantine Empire to the Turks
in , which brought a flood of Greek Orthodox refugees to Italy, humanist scholars increasingly turned to the
study of Neoplatonism and Hermeticism , hoping to bridge the differences between the Greek and Roman
Churches, and even between Christianity itself and the non-Christian world. This early group was
democratically organised, with male and female members participating in the election of the leadership, and
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promoted knowledge of the sciences, philosophy, and the arts. Indeed, recovering the classics was to
humanism tantamount to recovering reality. The definition of humanism as anthropocentricity or
human-centredness has a firmer claim to correctness. You can see why, of course â€” if you emphasize the
value and freedom of human beings, you might also be de-emphasizing the value of God and the divine law.
Two hundred years later Seneca ended his seminal exposition of the unity of humankind with a clarion-call:
There is one short rule that should regulate human relationships. The second is philosophical, German, seeks
the totality and autonomy of knowledge, and stresses understanding rather than freedom as the key to human
fulfilment and emancipation. No response from heaven. Whatever you believe about humanism, write an
argument for the opposite position so that you can strengthen your skills of critical thinking and analytic
writing. Some religious people criticize secular humanism because they see it as taking the place of God. The
key is moderation in all things. The hero should draw on inner strength, courage, dedication, loyalty, etc.


