
AN OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF SEMINOLE INDIANS AND THE WAR

WITH THE UNITED STATES

The most comprehensive account of the history of the Florida Seminoles yet The Seminole Wars: America's Longest
Indian Conflict (Florida History and Culture) . and accurate history and cultural description of the Seminole people.

The second group, the Seminole Tribe of Florida, took the offer of the reservation lands and began a new way
to sustain the Seminole culture. The second "Seminole War" was caused by American attempts to remove the
Seminoles to Indian Territory in the early s, despite having promised the Seminoles a reservation of land in
central Florida in the Treaty of Moultrie Creek. They did not control the border between Florida and the
United States and were unable to act against the State of Muskogee established in , envisioned as a single
nation of American Indians independent of both Spain and the United States, until when both nations
conspired to entrap its founder. As the war wore on, the Seminole population steadily shrank as warriors were
killed, and as groups were sent west either through capture or, rarely, acquiescence to removal. The
approximately 3, Seminoles who are in Florida today are the descendants of these Seminoles, as well as a few
families who found their way back from the West. Navy gunboats , seized the town of Fernandina on Amelia
Island , which is just south of the border with Georgia, approximately 50 miles north of St. The chiefs still
active in the northern part of the Florida peninsula, Halleck Tustenuggee, Tiger Tail, Nethlockemathla, and
Octiarche, met in council and agreed to kill any messengers from the whites. Five hundred volunteers were
mobilized under Brig. Americans worried about another war with Britain. With the main body of his men he
marched to the now abandoned Fort Drane, and then on to the Withlacoochee, which they reached on October 
The militia provided cover as the Army troops withdrew across the river. Scott, was attacked on the
Apalachicola River. Augustine, while others urged the Seminoles to fight the Patriot Army. As this would
mean passing through Spanish territory and past the Negro Fort, it would allow the U. The seven maps of the
Florida campaigns and Seminole Indian movements are very useful and professionally produced. On June 4 he
arrested Coachoochee and fifteen of his followers. Calhoun then ordered Andrew Jackson to lead the invasion
of Florida. After a couple of swings in policy on dealing with fugitive slaves, Jesup ended up sending most of
them west to join the Seminoles that were already in Indian territory. Though it is definitely not the intention
of John and Mary Lou Missall's book to be revisionist, a strong case, based on their presentation of the
evidence, can nonetheless be made that we should no longer call the wars between the Seminoles and the
United States the "Seminole Wars," which strongly suggests that the Seminoles are to blame for the hostilities
and that Americans were innocent. More than Indian homes were destroyed. For the first time, the Army
campaigned in Florida during the summer, taking captives and destroying crops and buildings. Before Nicolls
left in the spring of , he turned the fort over to the fugitive slaves and Seminoles whom he had originally
recruited for possible incursions into U. Fort Drane was abandoned in July because of illness, with five out of
seven officers and men on the sick list. The Seminole Indians want a better understanding with the United
States government and want to hear no more about war. John Missall, Mary Lou Missall. The first Creek
speaking people settled at Chocuchattee Red House sometime around near present day Brooksville, Florida.


