
THE TWEED RING

William "Boss" Tweed began his rise to influence in the late s as a volunteer fireman in New York City. State and local
affairs were his prime concern and he remained active in Tammany Hall, the organizational force of the Democratic
Party in New York. The Tweed Ring and.

Voter fraud and rigged elections were also rampant, and Tweed elected many of his friends to other influential
positions. Smith defended himself by saying that his bill for awnings included taking them down in the fall,
putting them up again in the spring, and repairing them. His impression left no doubt that the city must long
endure a reminder of the most audacious swindle in its history. His growing power was soon felt within the
New York city government, and he collected sinecuresâ€”school commissioner, deputy street commissioner,
supervisorâ€”as a gunslinger would add notches to his gun. Sweeny, a behind-the-scenes manipulator, was
painfully shy in public. To assist him in the gentle art of political persuasion, Tweed, like most successful
executives, had a resourceful and imaginative aide. Four days later came the beginning of the end. Although
they realized that corruption had been at work, they expected to see some kind of magnificence for their
thirteen million dollars. The Special Committee took a remarkably short time to declare that the investigating
committee, the contracts, and everything else about the courthouse were free from fraud. The officials of the
city and county of New York were obliging, but their feelings were somewhat ruffled. This change vastly
increased the power of Tweed's small group as they submitted billings for city work that was never performed,
concocted phony legal agreements and a variety of kickback schemes to line their pockets. Sweeny , Richard
B. When the Tweed Ring was exposed in , it became a favorite pastime to calculate how far, placed end to
end, the furnishings and materials charged to the city for the courthouse would reach. One of the largest
rooms, the Bureau of Arrears of Taxes, had no roof. On one of these, Tweed escaped and fled to Spain, where
he worked as a common seaman on a Spanish ship. Tweed was re-elected to the state senate in November ,
due to his personal popularity and largesse in his district, but in general Tammany did not do well, and the
members of the Tweed Ring began to flee the jurisdiction, many going overseas. As political boss, Tweed
used his formal and informal authority to gain financial profit for himself and his Tammany Hall cohorts. He
was a politician, playwright the heart-toaster, Let Me Kiss Him for His Mother , was one of his plays enjoyed
by New York theatregoers , journalist, lawyer, poet, clubman, lecturer, humorist, and humbug. In December,
Tweed was arrested on fraud charges, and forced to resign as public works commissioner, state senator, and
head of Tammany Hall. Tilden , who had been thrust aside by Tammany. Rynders made enough ruckus upon
entering the hotel where Fowler was staying that Fowler was able to escape to Mexico. Under strong pressure
from the newspapers and the Protestant elite of the city, Tammany reversed course, and the march was
allowed to proceed, with protection from city policemen and state militia. He died there on April 12, , at the
age of fifty-five. Although Tweed guarded Watson's estate in the week prior to Watson's death, and although
another ring member attempted to destroy Watson's records, a replacement auditor, Matthew O'Rourke,
associated with former sheriff James O'Brien provided city accounts to O'Brien. As new evidence of
wrongdoing accumulated, a mass meeting of outraged New Yorkers was held at Cooper Union and a
committee of seventy leading citizens was organized to bring about the fall of Tweed. Harper's Weekly and
other newspapers joined The Times to expose the scandal, and Tweed allegedly most feared "those damned
pictures" by Harper's Weekly cartoonist Thomas Nast. The tide began to turn against the ring by the efforts of
the following: The New York Times did a superb job of investigative journalism, laying out for the public
many of the Ring's corrupt practices Thomas Nast , the most prominent cartoonist of his era, targeted Tweed
and his cronies, using a format understandable to recent immigrants and those who could not read Good
government groups "goo-goos" sponsored reform political candidates who unseated corrupt officeholders
Samuel J. Here was to be a Renaissance marvel proclaiming the greatness of New York and the sanctity of the
law. Instead they found an unfinished waste of masonryâ€”gloomy rooms, dark halls, and ugly, fake marble
wallsâ€”resembling more an ancient tenement than a new public building. Connolly wandered about Europe
and died there, a man without a country, while Sweeny returned to New York in the eighteen eighties and
lived out his years there in quiet respectability. He was granted privileges and liberties not allowed to other
inmates, such as carriage rides and visits to his home and those of his adult children. This is thanks in large
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part to the creatively memorable cartoons drawn by Thomas Nast for Harper's Weekly. This reputation for
stealthy astuteness won him many nicknamesâ€”Brains Sweeny, Sly Sweeny, Spider Sweenyâ€”but his
friends called him Squire. It is the old New York County courthouse, a forlorn little building just three stories
high. Photo by C. This committee was to investigate the investigating committee set up by the Board of
Supervisors that was investigating the courthouse. Mandated new elections allowed Tammany to take over the
city's Common Council when they won all fifteen aldermanic contests. Green loosened the purse strings again,
allowing city departments not under Tammany control to borrow money to operate.


