
PAUL S RHETORIC AT MARS HILL

in Paul's address on Mars' Hill, we need to look briefly at three preliminaries: Paul's aim in his discourse; the character of
the audience; and the surroundings.

Therefore, they are principally identical. Ministers, especially who are into Apologetics and those who are
going to be involved in apologetic ministry, can use this sermon as a template to present the Gospel in the
pagan culture. Then, he introduces Jesus Christ that he had not mentioned earlier. In this passage, as Luke
describes, Paul stands in the midst of Areopagus and delivers a remarkable sermon to Athenians. God has been
replaced by mere counterfeit spirituality. His message continues as he explains the closeness of God and their
need to repent of their rebellion against Him. For them, everything was God and the universe was his
manifestation. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. But doctrines in the Areopagus can be a good resource for
edification of believers. I present myself very humbly and show my respect to them. Thus, they held such a
fatalistic view as consolatory philosophy. Whatever happens is motivated by fixed plan. Spence, H. How to
cite this page Choose cite format:. He has assigned people of their life and boundaries in the world. Baker
Commentary on the Bible. Yet a few believed what Paul said and joined him. These groups and others with
their dramatically opposing worldviews loved to discuss and debate philosophy and religion. It was the regular
word by which a Roman would designate his own worship, and not being familiar with any technical Jewish
word for worship, would naturally use the same word for their religion as he did for his own. Morgan, G.
These above statements seem to best fit the context. Paul was definitely aware of their false religious beliefs.
They believed that human soul returned to God when someone died. Smith, Robert H. From the context of the
Areopagus message seems to be friendlier rather than confrontational. Acropolis at top.


