
OEDIPUS AND BLINDNESS IMAGERY

Why should you care about Eyes, Vision, and Blindness in Sophocles's Oedipus the King? We have the answers here,
in a Symbolism, Imagery, Allegory.

Blindness in Hamlet The characters in this play are blind to the truth. The blindness issue remains an effective
contrasting method for Oedipus at many points in the drama. Sophocles ' play begins from past to present and
starts to unravel the journeys Oedipus goes through. Interestingly, despite the fact that these characters are
emphasizing on seeing, they act blindly. Many people in the play call him ignorant when he still believes that
he is knowledgeable Advertising Looking for research paper on art and design? A plague has descended upon
the Thebians causing death and famine throughout the land. According to Hoy, as the play opens, Hamlet
appears possesses sound judgment with proper knowledge of what can hinder someone from making sound
decisions  The phrase "too see" has so very many connotations. It breaks down into two components: Oedipus
's ability to physically see and his willingness to see the truth in what has transpired. Teiresias is literally blind,
but he can see clearly the horror that is Oedipus' past, present, and future. This is true irrespective the fact that
he continually claims to use his physical eyes. The play ends with the hero Oedipus literally blinding himself
to avoid seeing the result of his terrible fate. In the beginning, in which Teiresias is explaining to Oedipus,
Teiresias is trying to convince Oedipus about the danger he has with Thebes at that moment Sophocles sought
to insinuate that when it comes to knowing and acknowledging the truth, the sighted have no advantage over
the physically blind. He is left in mental turmoil and decay as his unknown, corrupt and immoral past is
slowly revealed during his quest to find the culprit who murdered King Laius. Sometimes the blind can "see"
more than the sighted. And beyond, when the truth is too terrible, do we choose not to see? The doomed king's
ignorance on this key matter is made even more ironic by the fact that he was made famous for his keen
insight, by solving the riddle of the Sphinx. Teiresias is physically blind but he can see the truth. Is it
understanding. It blinds him from the truth. One meaning is to know or to understand and the other is based on
the physical aspects of things. Shepherd, are perfect illustrations of this concept. Oedipus, being the heroic
king, takes full responsibility to find out the cause of their aliments. He does not know his true parents,
marries his mother, and kills his father because of this blindness. In fact, Oedipus gets peevish with Teiresias
and calls into question his powers as a "seer" because he failed to see through the Sphinx's mind-game: This
tricksy beggar-priest, for gain alone Keen-eyed, but in his proper art stone-blind. Physical sight and blindness
are used throughout the play, often ironically, as a metaphor for mental sight and blindness. On his part,
Teiresias is physically blind; he cannot see his surrounding; however, he can see into the future and link it to
the past. Forced to take action Oedipus sends Creon to the oracle in Delphi to rid the city of this plague.
Works Cited Aronson, Alex. When the riddling Sphinx was here Why hadst thou no deliverance for this folk?
Oedipus the King particularly displays a tragic emotion, a tragic character, and a tragic fall. Oedipus the King
was the son of King Laius and Queen Jocasta, but because of a Prophecy that Laius would be killed by his
son, he was ordered to be bound and left on the mountain to die by his parents a few days after his birth. The
newly exposed past suddenly transforms his glory and respect into shame and humiliation. It definitely meets
the five main criteria for a tragedy: a tragic hero of noble birth, a tragic flaw, a fall from grace, a moment of
remorse, and catharsis.


