
JUVENILES IN PRISON

Tens of thousands of children are incarcerated in youth prisons every day; thousands more are also locked up in adult
prisons and jails. The juvenile justice system was established to rehabilitate children and provide them second chances
as they make the transition to adulthood.

By providing credible alternatives to incarceration, this portion of the movement provides opportunities for
communities to treat, rather than punish, young offendersâ€”much the way that the juvenile justice system was
founded to do. They often act impulsively, recklessly, and irresponsibly. These are common sense reforms that
should already be the law. Mental health[ edit ] There is a long-standing connection found in research between
youth who commit crimes and mental health concerns. Before the passage of Act , over two thousand children
were held in prison in Louisiana. Most detained youths are held in detention centers, but nearly youths are
locked in long-term secure facilities â€” essentially prisons â€” without even having been committed. Youth
and adult activists appealed to the state legislature to shut down the prison once and for all. Finally, the racial
and ethnic terms used to describe the demographic characteristics of confined youth e. EJI believes that no
children under age 14 should be prosecuted as an adult for any crime, and is working to ban underage
prosecution. Sedlak, Ph. Print email Read More: Some 10, children are housed in adult jails and prisons on
any given day in America. This portion of the law was struck down by the California Courts of Appeal in 
Overcrowded and understaffed, Cheltenham was also flagged by fire safety inspectors as one of the least safe
buildings in the state. Many children prosecuted as adults suffer from untreated mental illness. Includes
training schools, reformatories, and juvenile correctional facilities. States have also been taking independent
legislative action, including raising the age of juvenile jurisdiction. At home, we would call it child abuse.
There are solutions proven effective for those communities that impose them. Thus, the time they spend in
these facilities can set them back educationally, mentally and emotionally. Others are considering legislation
to raise the age to over  Black and brown youth face a significantly higher chance of being held as adults than
do white youth, an unjust disparity reflective of the racism that permeates the entire criminal justice system.
This is true for adults, of course, but the experience of being removed from their homes and locked up is even
more damaging for youth, who are in a critical stage of development and are more vulnerable to abuse.
Children are five times more likely to be sexually assaulted in adult prisons than in juvenile facilities. That
same year the filthy conditions, brutal violence and chronic understaffing earned the center a citation as "the
worst in the nation. Finally, because this report is directed at people more familiar with the criminal justice
system than the juvenile justice system, we occasionally made some language choices to make the transition to
juvenile justice processes easier. Of course, states vary in terms of how strictly they comply with these
standards.


