
DISTRIBUTISM WRITING ASSIGNMENT

Distributism is an economic ideology asserting that the world's productive assets should be .. a grave evil and
disturbance of right order to assign to a greater and higher association what lesser and subordinate organizations can
do. the Republican Party in the United States, as "a book written in the distributist tradition".

The distributists emphasized with the Church from its beginning through the Middle Ages that avarice and
greed were capital sins. In all politics and economics there is the tendency for power to become centralized
into the hands of fewer and fewer people. That is why he spoke so much of the need for a philosophy of work.
Belloc and the distributists drew the vital connection between the freedom of labour and its relationship with
the other factors of productionâ€”i. What a voice from the tomb! He told us to cultivate, which many have
interpreted broadly as something like: Go make things, take the materials of the world, combine them with
your ideas and labor, make more beauty and order, build, grow, invent. Chesterton, theorist of person-centered
economics and critic of the excesses of capitalism, shared the views of the Catholic Workers. It has grown to
become the seventh largest industrial group in Spain. Great will be your glory if England breathes again. The ,
workers employed by the many co-operative companies that make up Mondragon are also the owners. All
these many strands were brought together at the beginning of the century by A. You might also like.
Unfortunately, in practice under capitalism the many had not the opportunity of obtaining land and capital in
any useful amount and were compelled by physical necessity to labor for the fortunate few who possessed
these things. Contact Author More than a hundred years ago, two literary giants developed an economic theory
that resonates today when the inequality between the mega-rich and everybody else is growing wider and
wider. Schumacher , [40] a convert to Catholicism. Other practical examples can be given. This does not,
however, suggest that distributism necessarily favors a technological regression to a pre- Industrial Revolution
lifestyle, but a more local ownership of factories and other industrial centers. Source Small Is Better
Distributism sees the widespread ownership of productive property as essential for human progress. In the
United States the right to gun ownership and in the United Kingdom the right to hunt foxes would fit into this
category. International agribusiness has been consistently favored in this process, along with deforestation of
land to plant crops for export. The law, therefore should favour ownership, and its policy should be to induce
as many as possible of the people to become owners The family is, then, vitally important to the very core of
distributist thought. Calvinism has a lot to do with it Chesterton attacked Calvinism as the root of an
economics that created such a large gap between the mass of workers and those who owned most everything.
This Calvinistic thinking, combined with that of Adam Smith his contemporary disciples, is very Catholic
today. For Belloc, this was the most important economic freedom, the freedom beside which all other
economic freedoms are relatively trivial. Living the cultural life of eternity, starting now. The taxation of
contracts so as to discourage the sale of small property to big proprietors and encourage the break-up of big
property among small proprietors. What then is the solution to the problems created by these "new things"?
Indeed, the poor are becoming ever more numerous, victims of specific policies and structures which are often
unjust. She explained his ideas in her book p. It became a quarterly in , and ceased publication in  Many more
examples could be given but these should suffice for our present purposes. They even took their Distributism
to the polls, contesting seats for the Liverpool City Council. Chesterton , Government , Hilaire Belloc , Joseph
Pearce Distributism is the name given to a socio-economic and political creed originally associated with G.
Costs and benefits are given equal weight. They knew that owners would benefit and business would benefit if
workers had a sense of responsibility and ownership of the work they did-worker ownership paid off with
better production. The more that labour is divorced from the other factors of production the more it is enslaved
to the will of powers beyond its control. Houston Catholic Worker, Vol.


