
WRITING A SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE PAPER

What this handout is about. This handout outlines strategies for writing and presenting papers for academic
conferences.

While I am trained in geography and anthropology, I believe much of what I share here could be useful to
budding humanists and natural scientists, too. What kinds of presentations did you find most effective? Unless
the discussant otherwise allows it, do NOT send a whole dissertation chapter draft or anything exceeding 20
pages. Often they will have a certain rubric within which they are working, with a theoretical approach either
tacitly or explicitly signaled. Determine the structure and style How will you structure your presentation? If
your data are incomplete or still being analyzed, you are not ready to present your paper. You usually have
words to work with the conference I attended last weekend confined me to only ! See our handout on
brainstorming. If you are an anthropologist, load it up with ethnographic material. For this, the abstract must
have some general qualities. Be sure to stay within the word limit, which most journals and conferences set for
abstracts. A presentation is typically limited to 15 minutes. Are there any applications? Table 4 Open in a
separate window Results The results section is the most important part of the abstract and nothing should
compromise its range and quality. Are you reading too fast? Table 2 Open in a separate window Methods The
methods section is usually the second-longest section in the abstract. This article has been cited by other
articles in PMC. In the rest of this paper, issues related to the contents of each section will be examined in
turn. Presentations are usually minutes. LinkedIn One of the most important parts of a scientific article is the
abstract. Table 3 lists important questions to which the methods section should provide brief answers. So
anything more than 7 or 8 pages is more than you can say in the presentation. Remove all but the most
essential references in the spoken version. If there will be a commentator, be sure to know when he or she
would like to have a copy of your paper. In other words, a person reading only your abstract should be able to
understand why you conducted the study, how you conducted it, what you found, and why your work is
important. Remember that writing the paper is only one half of what a conference paper entails. Map out the
argument so your audience can get a sense of what is to come. Works consulted We consulted these works
while writing this handout. Will you circulate your papers among the other panelists prior to the conference?
But the abstract can also be an opportunity to explore a theme or rubric you have not previously explored in
your work. Citing sources Since your conference paper will be part of an oral presentation, there are special
considerations for citations. This is an important question, because your presentation format will shape your
written document. What methods did you use to study the problem? Superficial use of key terms can weaken
your paper. Why is the abstract so important? Read more by. Will your papers address common themes? You
might run out of time without a prepared text. Note that, in the interest of brevity, unnecessary content is
avoided. The primary target of this paper is the young researcher; however, authors with all levels of
experience may find useful ideas in the paper. What questions come up in the literature? Earlier articles
offered suggestions on how to write a good case report,[ 1 ] and how to read, write, or review a paper on
randomized controlled trials. Readers have only to flip through the pages of a randomly selected journal to
realize how common such carelessness is.


