
MAD COW DISEASE

Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), commonly known as mad cow disease, is a neurodegenerative disease of
cattle. Symptoms include abnormal.

May 20, - Canada's first case of mad cow disease is confirmed in an eight-year-old cow in Alberta. Psychotic
behaviour. January 26, - New safeguards against mad cow disease are announced by the Food and Drug
Administration. So practices like good hygiene or handwashing do not prevent it. Treatment No treatment is
available to slow down or stop the progression of mad cow disease or other prion infections. The time it takes
for symptoms to occur after you're exposed to the disease is not known for sure, but experts think it is years.
Three cases acquired during transfusion of blood from an infected donor have been reported in the U. If a cow
gets BSE, it most likely ate the contaminated feed during its first year of life. Of the five U. Compliance with
the regulations was shown to be extremely poor before the discovery of the cow in Washington infected with
BSE in , but industry representatives report that compliance is now total. Taiwan - 1 Timeline: - Mad cow
disease is first discovered in the United Kingdom. Alan Colchester, a professor of neurology at the University
of Kent , and Nancy Colchester, writing in the 3 September issue of the medical journal The Lancet , proposed
a theory that the most likely initial origin of BSE in the United Kingdom was the importation from the Indian
Subcontinent of bone meal which contained CJD-infected human remains. Most scientists think that BSE is
caused by a protein called a prion. Individuals who have spent a cumulative time of 3 months or more in the
United Kingdom between and , or a cumulative time of 5 years or more from to present in any combination of
countries in Europe, are prohibited from donating blood. This is called the incubation period. But in rare cases
they may get a human form of mad cow disease called variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease vCJD , which is fatal.
Topic Overview What is mad cow disease, and does it infect people? BSE is a progressive neurologic disease
of cows. What causes mad cow disease? Tokyo yielded to US pressure to resume imports, ignoring consumer
worries about the safety of US beef, said Japanese consumer groups.


