
THE DIFFERENCES OF THE TWO MAJOR FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

DURING THE ANCIENT GREECE

The government systems of ancient Greece were varied as the took extraordinarily diverse forms and, across different
city-states Our knowledge of the political systems in the ancient Greek world comes from a wide range of sources.
There are also two specifically political texts with the same title, The.

Tyrants are a type of monarch, with their own self-serving interests paramount. So every citizen had a chance,
regardless of their popularity or wealth, to become an official. Editorial Review This Article has been
reviewed for accuracy, reliability and adherence to academic standards prior to publication. The city-state of
Sparta was ruled by a small group of retired and highly respected warriors. To vote, citizens had to attend the
assembly on the day the vote took place. The Ekklesia Athenian democracy was a direct democracy made up
of three important institutions. They sat on court cases in very large numbers, perhaps as high as and as low as
, voted, by various not necessarily precise methods, including estimation of hands raised, and spoke their
minds on everything affecting the community in the assembly [technical term to learn: ecclesia ], and they
might be selected by lot as one of the equal numbers of magistrates from each of the tribes to sit on the council
[technical term to learn: Boule ]. It dealt with ambassadors and representatives from other city-states. Ruled by
a small group: Some city-states were ruled by a small group of people. Each city-state made their own laws,
had their own coinage, and had their own way of doing things. Macedonia's monarchy was not only hereditary
but powerful, unlike Sparta whose kings held circumscribed powers. The Assembly included all citizens who
showed up to vote. Since Athenians did not pay taxes, the money for these payments came from customs
duties, contributions from allies and taxes levied on the metoikoi. The democratization of Athens was gradual,
but the germ of it, the assembly, was part of the other poleis, even Sparta. In order to vote, you had to be a
citizen. The group made decisions by simple majority vote. Be it big or small, the ancient Greeks were very
loyal to their city-state, and very proud of their city-state's accomplishments. When a new law was proposed,
all the citizens of Athens had the opportunity to vote on it. Who could vote? The first known democracy in the
world was in Athens. The Council was determined by lottery. However, Greek tyrants were not necessarily
evil rulers as the word signifies today ; they simply looked after their own interests. The Dikasteria The third
important institution was the popular courts, or dikasteria. Ancient Greece was never an empire.


