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Machiavelli is at great pains to demonstrate the careful balance a prince must maintain He is easily identifiable with
Niccolo Machiavelli and he operates as a .

Machiavelli explains that, Cesare Borgia, by using cruelty was able to achieve order and obedience in
Romagna. That strategy is, in turn, recommended for princes: Machiavelli argues that in order to be great, one
must study the greats of the past, and in order to avoid pitfalls, one must examine the mistakes of failed
predecessors. He writes that princes should be both men and animals, intellectuals and warriors. How can he,
in turn, surmount the obstacles Fortune places in his way? The Prince has been an incredibly important book.
Virtue vs. Above all else, a ruler "must only endeavor. Machiavelli talks consistently about the Roman empire
and its rulers. Finally, excessive leniency will lead to ruin, because leniency is seen as a sign of weakness.
Also, it does not matter how the state achieves its goals, as long as these goals are achieved. Generosity
Machiavelli writes warily of generosity in a prince. The right to rule as a monarch was held to be derived
solely from God. Particularly, he stresses the importance of having a strong army and popular support by the
army and people. General Reception The book was listed by the pope at the time as one of the most important
books to avoid. A prince cannot consider whether his acts are moral or immoral, and he instead must act in an
unbiased manner for the state. People are generally self-interested, although their affection for others can be
won and lost. However, countries are held accountable today, and few would agree that the end justifies the
means as Machiavelli wrote. This notion, of course, stands in sharp contrast to the moral virtue promoted by
most Greek, Roman, and Hebrew politicians and writers. Score: 2. What countries in history are discussed
most fully by Machiavelli? Indeed it is a work of art, a literary masterpiece of sorts. Virtue is the best defense
for fortune, and virtue must be used in order to keep fortune in check. Machiavelli applies this question
specifically to the failure of past Italian princes. Feeling Stuck on Your Essay? Love can lie, but fear knows no
such mendacity; it is a primitive emotion that will not change at the tip of a hat, that will not give way to greed
or dissolve amidst a flurry of developments. People still need virtue in order to be a good ruler or manager.
Many philosophers credit Machiavelli with leading the way in political science. To suggest that kings and
monarchs wielded power and state authority through vengeful manipulation, murder, and psychological games
was considered blasphemy.


