
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ADULT AND CHILD LEARNING

The way children and adults learn is a subject of much discussion in the differences between children versus adult
learning. Children learn.

Also, usually many children need to learn to progress to the next level of education while many adult learners
have completed the compulsory levels of school and are picking up additional skills voluntarily. The older
child tends to need to know the purpose of the learning more, whether it be to get them through their GCSEs
or how to get a job when they are older, learning without purpose can be harder for the pupil to connect with
the older they get. The reason that adults learn better is the number of experiences, mental models and
pre-existing knowledge they have to draw upon. Adults, though, are skeptical towards most new inputs and
tend to consistently challenge them. To begin with, new information should be connected to pre-existing
knowledge whenever possible, although adults will have much more to draw upon. This is again, because the
adult learner is choosing to be there, learning needs to be relevant to their lives, making the teacher figure
something the adult learner has decided to listen to. Adults challenge new information Children, especially
young ones, tend to implicitly accept new information, simply because a parent or a teacher tells them they
should. The truth is that science has dispelled that belief as a myth. That is also a prerequisite for motivation;
the most relevant learning is to their life, the more motivated to learn adults will be. However adults find
learning more effective when they are part of the initial thought process. Adults are as good, if not better, in
learning and absorbing new information. Kids bring little experience when they are faced with a learning
activity. Therefore, in learning as adults we must make a conscious effort to connect new information to our
own experiences and mental models. Now as learning theories are developing, some may argue that the
traditional classroom learning is ineffective full stop. Adults are often afraid to fail. Also, especially as
children get older, it is very useful to both groups to feel that what they are learning is relevant to their lives.
However, as we age from children to adults the way we learn, absorb and retain information shifts. Adult
learning needs to be scaffolded built on in small pieces and supported with extra learning or they risk losing
their intrinsic motivation and focus. For kids, their way of learning is by subject matter, without having a
sense of immediacy. Adult learning needs differ from children in the following 5 ways. There are many
elements that can differ when analyzing productivity in child learning and adult learning. Previous experiences
One of the most important concepts in learning is that humans learn by connecting new knowledge with
pre-existing one. They compare new information against their pre-existing knowledge, their experiences, and
their biases. Direct them to the resources that will teach them how to learn. Although the exact number varies
depending on the individual, the shift between learning as a child to learning like an adult happens around the
14 years of age. She has a bachelor's degree in mass communications from the American University.
Conclusion The differences in how children and adults learn can be a very useful guide on understanding how
to shift your attitude and mindset about learning. It is this control that allows adults to utilize techniques in
learning that make them more efficient and effective at it. Future School is passionate about Adult Learning
and we have a number of programs that are tailored to the way adults learn, helping to maximise your learning
experience. This makes them listen more and be influenced by their teachers. This also makes the teacher
more relatable to the child. For instance, self-help books are popular because people read them with the hope
of fixing a problem or situation in their lives. This way they can both ensure its retention and transform it into
a real-life usable skill. Readiness Kids follow levels of instruction in order to progress to a higher level of
learning. Motivation for Learning The self-directed nature of adult learning ties into a major difference
between adults and children â€” their motivation for learning. When creating learning concepts, it is important
to understand your audience. Adults, on the other hand, usually engage in learning in relevance to their work
or daily life, in order to immediately enhance their position in their current situation. If that is not possible,
then the next best thing is to use it as the foundation to connect any relevant new information that comes in the
near future. You could say that children are full-time learners, while for most adults their main occupation is
something different. The reason that it feels like children are better at it, is that they tend to constantly be in
learning mode, as their experiences of the world are much more limited. Adult Learning vs.


