
EASTERN EUROPEAN BLOC

The Eastern Bloc was the group of communist states of Central and Eastern.

Shortly after the final agreements were signed in late , the European Commission initiated an inquiry into a
suspected breach by Hungary of EU rules mandating public tenders. While most of the countries entered the
Eastern Bloc rather smoothly, Yugoslavia and East Germany posed a challenge. In Poland, economic reforms
led to strikes in the spring and summer of  By contrast, the Eastern Roman Empire mostly labeled as the
Byzantine Empire by subsequent historians, managed to survive and even to thrive for another 1, years. The
media in all the countries was heavily controlled by the communist governments and was used to spread
state-sponsored propaganda to the public. What Was the Eastern Bloc? The communists had a natural
reservoir of popularity in that they had destroyed Hitler and the Nazi invaders. Yugoslavia, while being a
communist country, did not immediately join the Eastern Bloc and was open to relations with NATO. This in
turn precipitated the break-up of the empire, both cause and effect of the end of Communism. Nearly all
became democratic in the s, but all of them except Czechoslovakia and Finland gave up democracy during the
depression years of the s, in favor of autocratic or strong-man or single-party states. Winston Churchill, in his
famous "Sinews of Peace" address of March 5, , at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri , stressed the
geopolitical impact of the "iron curtain": From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has
descended across the Continent. This period is also called the east-central European golden age of around 
Poland was reconstituted after the partitions of the s had divided it between Germany, Austria, and Russia.
Both countries' economies took a turn for the worse after the collapse of the USSR, resulting in their main
trading partner suddenly vanishing over night and the subsequent result of a significant amount of trade that
kept the Cuban and North Korean economies afloat. The division between these two spheres deepened during
Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages due to a number of events. The Eastern Bloc referes to a group of
communist states in Central and Eastern Europe, generally understood to be the countries of the Warsaw Pact.
These European countries along with Russia formed the Warsaw Pact. On 18 October , the Stalinist
Constitution was abandoned, and Hungary adopted political pluralism. Related stories on these topics:. There
is a general lack of highly qualified scientists and technical workers, whose share of the overall workforce
ranges between 9. Romania, Bulgaria, and Albania likewise were independent. Third, the communists seized
control of or replaced the organizations of civil society, such as church groups, sports, youth groups, trade
unions, farmers organizations, and civic organizations. A map showing Eastern Bloc countries. In Hungary,
the parliamentary elections held on 2 April resulted in the formation of the Democratic Forum government.
Click to enlarge. Much of Eastern Europe was invaded and occupied by the Mongols. Commenting is now
closed. Next, the Soviets and their agents took control of the mass media, especially radio, as well as the
education system. Albania and especially Yugoslavia were not unanimously appended to the Eastern Bloc, as
they were neutral for a large part of the Cold War period. Civil Restrictions Movement across borders in the
Eastern Bloc was severely restricted. It is used to refer to former communist states in Eastern and Central
Europe which included of the Soviet Union, countries in the Warsaw Pact , and Albania and Yugoslavia. As
soon as the Red Army had expelled the Germans, this new secret police arrived to arrest political enemies
according to prepared lists. Nationalism was the dominant force but most of the countries had ethnic or
religious minorities who felt threatened by majority elements. Although the Czech government has in recent
years invested substantially in science, the research bases of countries such as Bulgaria and Romania are still
underdeveloped. During the Round Table negotiations, which enabled the gradual creation of the Third Polish
Republic, the Polish Communist leaders recognised the social movement in April  Published online 30
September Nature , doi North Korea as well. This cultural and linguistic division was eventually reinforced by
the later political east-west division of the Roman Empire. This transformation proceeded, for the most part, in
a peaceful manner. He was appointed on 19 August and endorsed by an overwhelming majority by the Polish
Sjem on 8 September as a result of a coalition between Solidarity, the agricultural party and the Democratic
party. The Eastern Bloc with the onset of the Cold War in was mostly behind the Western European countries
in economic rebuilding and progress. However, these measures were not deemed to be sufficient. Armour
points out that Cyrillic -alphabet use is not a strict determinant for Eastern Europe, where from Croatia to
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Poland and everywhere in between, the Latin alphabet is used. The Soviet secret police, the NKVD , working
in collaboration with local communists, created secret police forces using leadership trained in Moscow.
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